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MAR ITIME ROUtS OF Ej KACgMEHT 


Ac pert of U,S, preparation for contingency operations, the following 
isaritissa rule* of engagement have been issued to U..S, Military commanders 
for their guidance should a future decision be made to initiate reprisal 
'actions at sea against USSR and GDR shipping; 


"PART I - GENERAL. 


1, Use minimum force required to accomplish mission assigned. Reprisal 
actions must be completely end successfully contmaaeted with use of mlnittUK 
force required to accomplish missions assigned. In this connection,, a specific 
reprisal action shall not be initiated if it is obvious from the start that 

the unit against which the action is contemplated has the capability of taking 
successful evasive action, 

2, Re alert and prepared for hostile reaction, 

3, Ensure effective ccatmnieations „ Make SITREPS at Operational Imr.rdi.ate 
precedence, to immediate Operational Coourder .. appropriate Unified Cuonaander 

end JCS, 

A, Take action in a manner to minimise personnel casualties end render 
all possible esoiotaneo to personnel in distress, 

5, Minimize interference with other shipping, 

6, Record by all feasible means, Including photography and voice 
recorders, the sequence of events In any reprisal action,, 

7a Nothing in these rules shall be construed as preventing any responsible 
command or from taking such action as nay be necessary to defend hie ctorntw}, 

8, Bo prepared to take increasingly severe measures to enforce reprisal 
actions. In so doing, and recognising language diff leu i ties t allow sufficient 
time between actions for Sovlet/GDR ship masters Co realize full conscience 
for failures to respond properly to reprisal notions, 

9, Take offensive action against enemy surface ships and aircraft in 
the lamed late area of operations only as necessary to counter direct inter- 
ference with carrying out assigned level of military actions, 

3.0, Immediate pursuit of an enemy aircraft B who has committed a hostile 
act, if' authorised up to Soviet Bloc territory. 
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11. Instructions for viBit and search 
accordance with Naval Warfare Publication,. 

REPRISAL ACTION 
1 > Close Survell lance 


boa rding v and control 


crew in 


2 ’ §tSBEl5JK..ol -Sfalp9 for Visit and Search 
Bh „„ . . ** , Usia 811 <* v *IUbt* coBBaunication means to oumifv intent to 

zizm lnt, ™ tion * 1 ^ } 5 k ! 

b. This (failing, warning shot across bows may be used. 

«nd .ub.ir t o^Ui' e ^ n fl,«h.‘ lBl “” ^ "’ ,UlrKl “ “ US " SM » *• 

- * Pivots Ion of Shipping 

a Diversion instructions shall be at the discreM^o j . 

force comnander. cne « lsclf *tion of the reprisal 

b * Ensur * 1 tbat sblo responds to diversion as directed, 

fj'.qups ^r^hi” b^s°/‘”f„rL r "“” n<i ’ 8t °“ S " t0 ' board - ">* d «>»~ *"<=«* to 
4 * S eizure of Sliip s 

port. If this carmot be done . the following actions are authorised- 
<l) Put boarding party aboard to supervise ship" a crew., 

(2) Forceful boarding and control of ship’s operation, 
b. The above falling, destroy, 

5, Destruc tion 
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TOP SBCRgT 


TOP SBCRbl 


- 3 - 


PART III - PURPOSE AMD XHPL EHEMTATION 

t. Implementation of the preceding rules of engagement, if authorised , 
will be in pursuance of US politico^ mill tary strategy in current Berlin crisis. 
This strategy which has been approved at th<* highest levels t provides for the 
coordinated application of the various oil! tary as well as non -raili tary 
techniques available to the US, against the Soviet Union, in a way which will 
force that government to enter into negotiations within a frame of reference 
acceptable to the US. Accordingly a carefully controlled use of progressively 
stern measures are visualized. You will therefore specifically be authorized 
by higher level authority to imp lament the actions contemplated above, in 
total or in part, as the situation warrants. Finally, while these instructions 
are limited to Soviet end GDR shipping, you should anticipate the probability 
of future expansion to cover Soviet bloc as well as other shipping. 

2. Scene of action commander keep appropriate comaanders advised. 
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